
 
Instructor:  D. Dimon, N. Rodriguez      School: Kalkaska Middle School
 
Subject: Reading          Grade:  7 Persistent Pursuit
 
Instructional Materials: Macomb ISD Unit Binders also available online.  Raskin, Ellen. The Westing 
Game. Puffin, 1978. Print. Halsmann, Janet. “Forensic Science Article-Bugs on the Beat,” Boys Life, 
2000 Print. Beaty, William. Ridiculed Discoverers, Vindicated Mavericks. Web. Video clip- Dog Escapes 
Pen (if file conversion is used)
Video clip- “Whodunit” (if file conversion is used)
Film - Get A Clue, 2002, directed by Maggie Greenwald (R-G), Disney
Teleplay –The Twilight Zone Episode #22: The Monsters are due on Maple Street. Print Copy available 
McDougal Littell, The Language of Literature, 2001. Video version is available if file conversion is used. 
Both films are available for purchase through public sources.
Cleveland, Christopher. Glory Road, (an adapted screenplay for PG use based on a true story), 
Disney,2006. Canfield, Jack and Mark Hansen “Inspirational Stories to Remind Us to Never Give 
Up.” “Wilma Mankiller Biography.” Macur, Juliet.“Born to Run? Little Ones Get Tests for Sports 
Gene” “Randy Pauch.” Adapted from the book The Last Lecture, by Randy Pausch and Wall Street 
Journal reporter Jeffrey Zaslow. Copyright © 2008 Randy Pausch. To be published by Hyperion. All 
rights reserved. “Cool Runnings.” http://www.fandome.com/video/101329/Cool-Runnings-Training-
Montage/
Deford, Frank. “GO-GO WITH BOBBY JOE,” Sports Illustrated, March 28, 1966.Cleveland, Christopher. 
Glory Road, (an adapted screenplay for PG use based on a true story), Disney,
“Lance Armstrong Nike Advertisement.” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VfiXAaEQiY-
Myers, Walter Dean. Bad Boy: A Memoir. Harper Tempest 2001. Print. Kristof, Nickolas. “How 
to Raise Our I.Q.” http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/16/opinion/16kristof.html?
_r=1&scp=1&sq=How%20to%20Raise%20Our%20I.Q.&st=cse,  Hughes, Langston. “Thank You, M’am” 
http://www.geocities.com/cyber_explorer99/hughesthankyou.html 
Hughes, Langston. “Mother to Son”
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Month(s)

Topics Time
(wks)

Common Core State Standards (CCSS)

September
October

November

Solving 
problems and/
or mysteries 
involves 

    10 RL.7.1     RL.7.2     RL.7.3     RL.7.4     
RL.7.6    RL.7.5      RL.7.9     RL.7.10   
RI.7.1      RI.7.2     RI.7.3     RI.7.4  
RI.7.5     RI.7.6      RI.7.7     RI.7.9     



persistence and 
attention to all of 
the evidence.
If at first you 
don’t succeed, 
try, try again.
How do I stay 
focused to solve 
situations?
How do I maintain 
interest to 
complete tasks?
How do I find my 
own purposes?
How can I develop 
the persistence 
necessary to solve 
life’s problems?
Why is it important 
to examine all 
the facts before 
coming to a 
conclusion? What 
motivates us 
to solve some 
problems and not 
others?
Mystery
Suspense
mood
foreshadowing
parentheses
Singular 
and Plural 
Possessives
prejudice
Red herring

RI.7.10    W.7.7     W.7.8    W.7.9
W.7.10    SL.7.1    SL.7.2    SL.7.4    
SL.7.5      SL.7.6      L.7.1      L.7.2       
L.7.3         L.7.4
L.7.5      L.7.6

December
January
February

    March
 

Persistence and 
desire prevail 
in the face of 
opposition.
Persistence
How do I find my 

   14  RL.7.1     RL.7.2     RL.7.3     RL.7.4     
RL.7.5     RL.7.6     RL.7.7     RL.7.9
RL.7.10   RI.7.1      RI.7.2      RI.7.3     
RI.7.4      RI.7.5      RI.7.7      RI.7.9     
RI.7.10    W.7.3      W.7.4      W.7.7     
W.7.8      W.7.9     W.7.10     SL.7.1       



own purpose?
 How do I use 
motivation to 
succeed?
How do I face 
challenges?
How do I pursue 
a solution to a 
problem?
How do I 
collaborate to 
achieve goals?
How do I handle 
internal and 
external conflict?
How do I identify 
and realize my 
dreams?
biography
Drama
parentheses
dignity and choice
Prejudice

SL.7.2     SL.7.4    SL.7.5       L.7.1      
L.7.2       L.7.3      L.7.4          L.7.5      
L.7.6

April
May
June

Powerful 
nurturing can 
expand potential.
How do I 
appreciate 
and take 
advantage of the 
encouragement 
and nurturing 
I receive from 
adults?
What do I want 
from life and how 
will I pursue it?
How do I use 
persistence to 
succeed?
How do I 
collaborate to 
achieve goals?

   12 RL.7.1     RL.7.2     RL.7.3     RL.7.4     
RL.7.5     RL.7.6     RL.7.7     RL.7.9
RL.7.10   RI.7.1      RI.7.2      RI.7.3     
RI.7.4      RI.7.5     RI.7.6       RI.7.7      
RI.7.9     RI.7.10     W.7.2      W.7.4      
W.7.7     W.7.8      W.7.9     W.7.10     
SL.7.1     SL.7.2     SL.7.4    SL.7.5       
L.7.1         L.7.2       L.7.3      L.7.4          
L.7.5      L.7.6



editorial
Memoir
Similes Metaphors
personification
Narrative

 
 


