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PARENT GROUPS INFO
By Debbie Ball-Odeh

Did you know that parents have a signif-
icant effect on their children's education?
It's true. Good education isn't just about
teachers and schools-what parents do real-
ly counts. All research indicates that chil-
dren who have families actively involved in
their school will get higher grades, are
more likely to graduate and go on to col-
lege and will earn more money once they
begin their career. Aren't those wonderful
ideals for our children? Kalkaska Public
Schools has many active volunteer parent
groups in its schools, serving all grade lev-
els.

At Rapid City Elementary, the PTA has
been a presence for almost twenty years.
This group sponsors an annual Spaghetti
Dinner with a live auction as its main
fundraiser. Parent volunteers help in the
classroom and throughout the school.
Each February, the PTA holds a Winter
Carnival with games and activities to help
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Also at Rapid City is a new group called
EO.R.C.E.S., Friends of Rapid City
Elementary School. This group of parents
and community members provide sum-
mer programs for children to continue
learning all year.

At Birch Street Elementary and Cherry
Street Intermediate, the Kalkaska
Elementary PTO serves to supplement
funding for supplies, equipment and activ-
ities.

Entering its sixth full year, this group has
increased parent involvement at both
schools to average 500 volunteer hours
each month. They hold family events
throughout the year such as a Free Movie
Night, Free Swim Night at the Kaliseum
and Donuts with Dads.

The Parent Teacher Student Association
at Kalkaska Middle School holds a
Spaghetti Dinner and Auction each spring
to help them fund Drug Awareness Week, a
childcare course for babysitting and to fill
teacher's wish lists for their classrooms.

At both the middle and high school lev-
els, there are Booster Clubs for bands and
athletics. Kalkaska Athletics Boosters are a
presence at every home sporting event.
They are in charge of the concessions
stands at the Thomas J. Close Athletic
Complex and at the Middle School gym.
Popcorn is usually provided by the music
boosters.

The Senior Parents Association is a
group that wants to give each year's gradu-
ating class a party to remember for a life-
time.

This all-night event includes fun, games
and food, along with every senior winning
a prize from their raffle. At least one car is
given away each year.

All of these groups can only be success-
ful when caring parents and community
members are involved. Commitment times
vary to whatever you are able to con-
tribute. You will always be welcomed. For
more information about the volunteer par-
ent groups, please contact your student's
school office.
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roster for KPTA busing, call 231-258-6808. Students ride free of charge if they are
daily riders. The school pays a fee to KPTA for providing this valuable service.
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Kalkaska CARES provides more
preschool opportunity...

Remember that old adage, “An ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure?” The value of reading cannot be measured, and if
students are given the tools to acquire reading skills before they enter
kindergarten, they are on their way to mastering this skill.

Kalkaska CARES (Children Acquiring Reading Essential Skills) is a
preschool program funded by the U.S. Department of Education. The
program is housed at Birch Street Elementary School. The Goal of the
program is to prevent reading difficulties by developing preschoolers’
oral language skills, phonological awareness, alphabet knowledge and
print concepts.

This early Reading First program is a complement to the Reading
First program offered at Kalkaska Public Schools for later grades.

Ifyou are interested in the Kalkaska CARES program,
call 231-258-7988 or email kalkaskacares@sbcglobal.net.

HATS GRADUATES DO IT AGAIN!

The class of 2008 earned over a half million
- dollars in scholarships, as did the class of
2007.
Here are some other things about KPS you
may not know:
& French, Spanish, art, drama, “career
cruising,” computer technology, march-
ing, concert and jazz band are some of the
electives offered at Kalkaska Middle
School. Physical education is offered every
day.
€ “Study Island” is a project that allows
highly motivated middle school students
to accelerate learning in the core subjects.
This program is accessible on line and
even can be used while on vacation!
@ Nova Net allows students to work on line
to make up credits and has been very help-
ful at the high school level.
4 More and more students are taking col-
lege classes while in high school, thanks to
“dual enrollment” opportunities. Some
classes can be taken right on our campus
through interactive technology.

The school district also provides four buses for general education transportation.
These routes are in areas
of high student need. To
learn more about these
routes, please call

Mr. Drew Bontrager af
231-564-1518.
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