A College Prep Timeline

In 6th and 7th grade:

•
Attend all your classes regularly.

•
Let your counselor and family know you want to prepare for college.

•
Develop good skills in reading, math and language arts.

•
Develop good study habits.

•
Keep your grades up.

•
Get involved in school and community activities.

+
Start exploring different careers.

•
Visit colleges & universities in your area.

In 8th grade:

•
Attend all your classes regularly

4.
Develop good study habits

•
Make sure your teachers and counselors know you plan to attend college.

4.
Work with your family and school counselor to establish your four-year high school college prep plan.

•
Take advantage of opportunities to take prac​tice college entrance tests or other assessment tests. This will help you find out what you do or don’t know about your school subjects and where you need some help.

•
Identify things you find interesting.

•
Consider volunteer work and/or paid part-time work that provides opportunities for you to experience different careers.

•
Get involved in extracurricular activities and community service.

4.

•
Start saving for college.

Visit colleges and universities in your area.

In 9th and 10th grade:

•
Every year, review and update your four-year high school course plan Review your school’s graduation requirements and make sure you’re taking classes that prepare you for college.

•
Attend all your classes regularly.

•
Add electives to your course plan that develop your special interests and talents.

•
Take the most challenging classes.

•
Continue to focus on learning. Monitor your GPA (grade point average) and remember that your grades are part of your permanent school record that colleges will see.

•
Take the practice SAT test, known as the “Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali~’ing Test,” in 10th grade. Sample prac​tice questions are available though your high school counselor or on the Internet at www.collegeboard.com.

4.
Seek tutoring or extra assistance for difficult subjects. Don’t let pride stand in your way. Everyone needs help at some point, so get the help you need to reach your goals!

4.
Improve and continue strengthening your study habits.

4.
Continue your involvement with extracurricu​lar and community activities.

•
Consider volunteer work and/or paid part-time

work that provides opportunities for you to experience different careers.

4.
Continue to analyze your abilities and interest as they relate to possible careers.

4.
Ask college students and graduates for advice on how to prepare for college.

+
Attend a college fair or visit a college Web site & begin researching colleges that interest you.

4’ Begin to research college majors.

+
Begin to research information on available scholarships.

4.
If you haven’t already, start saving for college.

In 11th grade:

4’
Take time to set goals for your future and visualize yourself working through the steps to achieve your goals.

4.
Review & update your high school course plan. Review your school’s graduation requirements and make sure you’re continuing to take class​es that prepare you for college. Are there any changes needed because of your changing in​terests or a college’s admissions requirements?

4’ Focus on learning. Monitor your GPA.

+
Continue taking the most challenging classes you can handle. Consider taking advanced placement courses that provide experience with college-level course work in high school. You can even earn college credit.

4’
Take college admissions tests as early as possible: ACT, SAT and state-mandated test.

4’
Continue strengthening your study habits. Pay close attention to strategies for organizing & completing large projects, research papers, etc., that are completed over a long period of time.

4’
Continue exploring & analyzing your interests and abilities as they relate to possible careers.

4
Search for summer and after-school job shadowing or internship programs that place you in actual work settings that provide hands-on experience in careers of interest.

4’
Continue your involvement with extra-curricu​lar activities and community service.

4’
Research colleges and universities that match your interests and academic needs.

4’
Meet with your high school counselor to be​come familiar with how to apply for college and financial aid.

4.
Apply for college early.

4’
Continue researching information on available scholarships.

4.
Contact local businesses, organizations such as your church, and other private resources in your community for available scholarships.

4’ Continue saving for college.

In 12th grade:

4.
Meet with your high school counselor early in your senior year to finalize your high school course plan for graduation. A copy of your completed high school classes, known as your transcript, will be used as part of your college applications, so make sure the record is complete and accurate.

4’
During early fall of your senior year, meet with your high school counselor to review the process and deadlines for applying for college admission and financial aid. Get college application forms from your high school counselor and complete them to apply for admission at your selected col​leges. The standard financial aid form used nationally called the Free Application for Federal Student Assistance (FAFSA) is usually available later in the fall.

4’
Continue to focus on learning. Monitor your GPA. (Senior-year grades arc especially important.)

4’
Continue taking the most challenging classes you can handle. Consider taking advanced placement courses that provide experience with college-level course work in high school; you can even earn college credit.

4’
Fall of your senior year, narrow down your final college choices to three to five and find out as much as you can about each institution.

4’
Create an organizational system for keeping information about individual college and uni​versity admissions and financial aid applica​tions and deadlines. This is also a good place to keep copies of information about particular majors you are considering.

4’
Take or re-take college admissions tests (ACT, SAT and the state-mandated test) as early as possible.

4’
Continue exploring and analyzing your inter​ests and abilities as they relate to possible careers. DON’T PANIC if you still are not sure what you want to study in college. Many people begin their degree by completing the general requirements as they continue to explore their career choices. If you arc open to the many new ideas you will experience as you begin college and continue to explore options that best fit, ideas about a major area of study will open up before you.

4’
Apply for financial aid (complete the FAFSA form) prior to March 1.

4’
Visit as many of your final college choices as you can. During your visits, take time to meet with admissions and financial aid officers. This is also a good time to meet with a college counselor to get information about the specific requirements for admittance into your program of study and to become familiar with all the college courses you will be taking if you choose to complete that area of study for your college degree.

4’
Continue strengthening your study habits. Pay particular attention to your overall organizational strategies for maintaining assignments, completing larger projects and balancing work and play in a busy school schedule.

4.
Continue your involvement with extracur​ricular and community activities.

4.
Continue searching for scholarships.

4’ Continue adding to your college savings.

4’
Graduate from high school and step into college!

